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Fisheries the world over are under heavy overfishing pressure. This has resulted in the collapse of
some fisheries and loss of employment to fishers. Fishers often are the most difficult of people to
adjust to other modes of work. The management of Oceans has been the weakest in the history of
mankind. The vastness and the resources required to control access to the oceans has resulted in
limited ability of most nations to manage the oceans. Massive over fishing both legally and
illegally has been the outcome. Experts estimate that up to $23.5 billion worth of fish enter the
world market each year from illegal fishing, which averages to approximately 1 in 5 fish caught in
the wild(PEW trusts study 2015). Maintaining employment opportunities for fishers will be a real
issue in the years to come as fish stocks decline and opportunities for alternative work for fishers is
very limited. This keynote address will focus on this critical issue and challenges faced by fisheries
managers and governments of Southeast Asia. These countries produce about 21 million tons of fish
accounting for a quarter of the global fish production. The fisheries in the ASEAN region employ
close to 30 million people and their employment is being threatened by overfishing and illegal
fishing. Given that the average household size of fishing households is five individuals, the total
people dependent on fishing is as high as 150 million people. The focus of this address is on how
the employment of fishers in Southeast Asia can be secured and what alternative employment
options are there given the continued decline in the resource.

