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These special panels on ‘Deviance in the coastal zone” wishes to highlight illicit 
activities taking place in the coastal zone and address questions such as; what are 
illicit activities; what is illicit; who defines it, and how do people deal with illicit 
activities? The coastal zone is known to host a variety of activities ranging from 
marine transport; coastal tourism; fishing; windmill parks; oil and gas rigs and so on. 
These activities have been areas of investigation for decades. Nevertheless, the coast 
is, par excellence, an area where many deviant activities take place that are less well 
covered in scientific publications. Fishers smuggling drugs on the side, female fish 
mongers who also trade sex-for-fish, pirates roaming the Gulf of Aden, corrupt coast 
guards as well as green terrorists pursuing whale hunters. Scientists working in coastal 
areas therefore can often hardly escape encountering one of the following deviant 
activities taking place:  
 
1. IUU fishing 
2. Piracy 
3. Conservation terrorism 
4. Sex-for-fish or fish-for-sex 
5. Floating brothels (beyond jurisdictions) 
6. Money laundering 
7. Corruption and bribery in management 
8. Dumping (toxic) waste 

9. Narcotraffic and fishing 
10. Relabeling of seafood products 
11. Treasure hunting 
12. Human trafficking at sea 
13. Ethics of researching deviance  
14. Conceptual models of the coast as a 

place for deviance 
 

  
We cordially invite you to present a paper on one of the above topics during one of 
our special panels on “Deviance in the coastal zone”. Please send your abstract (max 
150 words) by January 15th 2011 to the conference organizer Willeke Adriaanse 
conference@marecentre.nl (see more information on the conference see 
www.marecentre.nl) 
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