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Coastal Governance in Asia and the Pacific
ABSTRACT

Countries in Asia and the Pacific are surrounded by seas and people’s lives have
depended on fisheries for a long time. They have developed unique fish eating
culture according to their own environment. Based on a unique framework of
community-based fisheries co-management system, once Japan led fisheries in
this region and experienced the rise and fall. In Japan fisheries were a leading
industry after WWII and fisheries and fishing villages play important roles in
the society such as not only food security employment and economic
opportunities in rural communities, but also succession of culture, research,
educational and recreational opportunities, environmental and national
securities.  However, the development of canning, freezing and storing
technology developed during and after WWII has changed people’s life styles.
This trend was accelerated by the economic growth, free trade and the UNCLOS
III development in the late 20th century. Fisheries profitability has also
decreased since the 1970s and the so-called economically efficient became non-
economical in the 1990s. Number of workers decreased drastically. The similar
situation has occurred and repeated in most Asia and the Pacific. Good
governance is a governance to secure the way to prevent such a wasteful
repetition to improve the situation actually, contributing to UN’s goals of
poverty eradiation, food security, protection of our environment, human rights,
democracy and peaceful solution.
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