




Afterthehullwasfinished the
caulking began. First thespaces
between theplankswere deepened
withaspecial chisel. Thencotton
threads andflax were put into
these spaces. Theflaxwastreated
withan orange powder (proliably
redlead powder) to lubricate it so
thatit wouldgomore easily into
theclefts andin order toprevent
theflaxfrom rotting.

A special paste madefrom linseed oil; natural resin powder, anda littlebit ofputty wasusedto seal the
clefts, gaps, and theplaces where thepinscame outof thehull. Thepaste waselastic andquitedurable. The
workers applied thepaste withaselfmadespatula. Thiswasoneof theonlyjobsdonebywomen. For the
PokPhon, theworkers also useda whiteepoxy paste. Thisisa modern technique that infuturemightreplace
thetraditional paste. But epoxy paste isfar more expensive thantheindigenous material. Moreover, accord­
ingtoboatbuilding experts, it isonlyeffective whena boatiscompletely covered in epoxy.

Theforeman isshaping thebeam behind
thepropeller sothatwaterwillflow
towards it more easily.

Thenewdeck wasnotconstructed in
a traditional wayandwith traditional
material, butwithplywood, glass fibre
mats, andpolyester to makeit more
durable.



:

Before theboatwaslaunched a special ritualwasperformed. Cakes, fruits, a cooked chicken, a roasted pig,
incense, candles, andBuddhist ritualsheets ofpaperwere placed on thefrontdeck. Thebowwasdecorated
with redandwhitestrings over a redcloth. Underneath these strings were somefresh picked orchids anda
colourful plastic flower bouquet hungfromthebow. Theshipyard boss performed theritual. Afterhehad
washed thebowandhadsprinkled somefragrant oilandtalc powder onit andthefrontdeck, hestarted
prayingforgood luck. Finally heused firecrackers todrive awaybadghosts. Aftertheritual, thefoodwas
given to theworkers and thentheboatwaslaunched.

Afterlaunching, theboatstayed forsometimeat theshipyard because there wasstilla lotofworktodoon
theengine, thesteering house andthecabins. As rental of theboat-building wharfis quiteexpensive, the
newboatowners preferred tocomplete these lastdetails whiletheboatwasmoored in thewater.


