








Before the boat was launched a special ritual was performed. Cakes, fruits, a cooked chicken, a roasted pig,
incense, candles, and Buddhist ritual sheets of paper were placed on the front deck. The bow was decorated
with red and white strings over a red cloth. Underneath these strings were some fresh picked orchids and a
calourful plastic flower bougquet hung from the bow. The shipyard boss performed the ritual. After he had
washed the bow and had sprinkled some fragrant oil and talc powder on it and the front deck, he started
praying for good luck. Finally he used firecrackers to drive away bad ghosts. After the ritual, the food was
given to the workers and then the boat was launched. :

After launching, the boat stayed for some time at the shipyard because there was still a lot of work to doon
the engine, the steering house and the cabins. As rental of the boat-building wharfis quite expensive, the
new boat owners preferred to complete these last details while the boat was moored in the water.




